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Adopted Budgets Under Governor Malloy 
Spending Increases over the Years 

$4.4 Billion in increased spending = 23% spending increases during a time when 

the state of Connecticut has faced major deficits. 

 

 Fiscal Year GF Budget Increase % Increase 

FY 11 (Pre-Malloy) $17,667.20      

FY 12 (Malloy) $18,782.50  $1,115.30  6.30% 

FY 13 (Malloy) $19,140.10  $357.60  1.90% 

FY 14 (Malloy) $19,988.70  $848.60  4.40% 

FY 15 (Malloy) $20,669.30  $680.60  3.40% 

FY 16 (Malloy) $21,760.9 $1,091.6  5.3% 

FY 17 (Malloy) $21,486.5  ($274.4) -1.3% 

  
 $3,819.3 Billion 21.6% 



FY 16 State Budget Status 

Less than a year ago, Democrats passed a state 

budget that hit Connecticut taxpayers with the second 

largest tax increase in the history – surpassed only by 

THE largest tax increase adopted just five years ago. 

Three short months later, we received news that the 

budget was in deficit. 

 

Republicans insisted that the only way out of perpetual 

deficits was a commitment to long-term structural 

changes. Instead, Governor Malloy and legislative 

Democrats chose in December to raid dedicated 

funds and make minimal spending reductions with no 

structural changes. 
 



FY 16 State Budget Status Cont’d  

Predictably, the state budget fell into deficit almost 

immediately after the December Deficit Mitigation. A 

balanced budget was short-lived.  

 

The Office of Fiscal Analysis and the Office of Policy 

and Management released new revenue projections, 

which showed further revenue erosion this year and 

into the future. As of now, it appears that the state will 

end this fiscal year with a $256 million deficit, which will 

likely be covered by the Rainy Day Fund, which is 

currently funded at $406 million. 
 



FY 17 Mid-Term  
Budget Adjustments  

While the legislature was grappling with the current year’s 

budget deficit, Governor Malloy released his mid-term 

budget adjustment plan in February, which included 

drastic cuts to social services, hospitals and education. 

Malloy’s budget also closed the $560 million deficit that 

existed at the time. 
 

Two months after the Governor announced his budget 

proposal, Democrats on the Appropriations Committee 

requested to extend the committee deadline by one 
week in order to complete their work and propose a new 

state spending plan for FY 17. Despite plummeting 

revenues and OFA’s new projection of a $900 million 

deficit, Democrats on the committee approved a plan 

that closed only a $560 million budget gap. 



Republican Alternative 
Pathway to Sustainability  

On April 25th, House and Senate Republicans proposed 

not only a solution to the FY 17 deficit, but a five-year 

budget plan that turns billions of dollars in future deficits to 

surpluses by rolling out proposed structural changes.  

 

The Republicans’ Pathway to Sustainability represented a 
change in the way the legislature budgets by showing a 

vision of predictability and promise. This framework 

included changes to state employee benefits, reductions 

to state borrowing and to the state workforce, 
privatization, and other efficiencies that save billions of 

dollars over the long term. 

 



2017 Democrat Budget Overview 

Republicans, Democrats, and Governor Malloy all 

eventually made adjustments to their budgets to 

account for revenue erosion and resulting higher 

deficits.  

 

On the last day of session (May 4th), legislative 

Democrats and Governor Malloy announced a budget 

agreement. However, as the final day of session wore 

on, it was clear that support for the budget was not 

enough to make it through the legislature.  

 

The legislative session concluded with no mid-term 

budget adjustments and the budget was adopted 
during a special session a week later. 



2017 Democrat Budget Overview 

The Democrat Budget Includes: 
• Education cuts, but ECS carve outs for some towns 

• Cuts to state Hospitals 

• Cuts to Mental Health & Substance Abuse grants 

• Municipal aid cuts to state owned PILOT, as well as to 

college and hospital PILOT  

 

The Democrat budget DOES NOT include these significant 

long-term proposals: 
• A vote on union contracts 

• Implementation of a spending cap 

• Strengthening of our state’s bond cap 

• Overtime accountability 

• Municipal mandate relief 



2016 Legislative Highlights 

• A Budget deficit that kept growing.  
 

• Relying on a special session to adopt a budget. 
 

• Failure to adopt a State Constitutional Amendment to Protect the 
financial funding of the Special Transportation Fund.  

 
• Adoption of measures to curb Connecticut’s heroin epidemic. 

 
• Passage of a law allowing for the prescription of medicinal 

marijuana for seriously ill children. 
 
• Creation of a state-administered retirement program for workers in 

small business. 
 

• Rejection of a measure that would tax the earnings of  
 Yale's endowment. 

 
• Adoption of legislation providing firefighters lost-wage coverage for 

work-related cancers. 
 

• Legislation requiring insurers to pay for 3-D imaging for breast 
cancer if the patient requests it.  
 

 
***PLEASE NOTE: some of these proposals are awaiting Gov. Malloy’s signature. 



• Restraining Orders Requiring people who have been notified 

that they are the subject of a temporary restraining to surrender 

their firearms and ammunition within 24 hours of being notified of 
the order. 
 

• State Administered Retirement Savings Program The legislature 

established a state administered retirement security program 
that would create an IRA that would be available at any 

workplace with at least five workers that doesn't offer a pension 

or 401(k) plan. 
 

• Palliative Use of Marijuana for Minors The Legislature passed a 
measure allowing minors, aged 18 and under, who are qualified 

patients, to be eligible to use marijuana for palliative purposes. 

The proposal allows a minor to use marijuana for conditions such 

as cerebral palsy, cystic fibrosis and others. The bill prohibits 
dispensing palliative marijuana products to minors in a 

smokable or similar form. 

Major Legislative Highlights 
Controversial Measures Adopted 



• Taxing Yale’s Endowment A proposal to tax college or University 

endowments with funds of $10 billion or more (affecting just Yale 

alone) failed. 

 
• Open Carry This proposal would have required the holder of a 

permit for the carrying of any pistol or revolver to present such 

permit upon request of a law enforcement officer. 

 
• $15/hour Wage Bill This proposal would have required employers 

to pay the state a tax of between 10 cents and $1 per hour for 

every hour worked by an employee who earns less than $15 an 

hour. The tax would have been imposed on employers of 500 or 

more workers and on smaller companies if they belong to a 

franchise with 500 or more employees. 

 
• Direct Sale of Automobiles Allowing Tesla Motors to open stores 

in Connecticut to sell directly to consumers. 

Major Legislative Highlights 
Controversial Measures that Failed 



• Curbing Heroin/Opioid Overdoses Legislation was adopted that 

will put a seven-day cap on initial opioid prescriptions, require 

municipalities to have a policy in place to ensure that first 
responders have access to naloxone (Narcan), and strengthen 

the electronic prescription monitoring to prevent “doctor-

shopping” often a practice by addicts to obtain multiple 

prescriptions for drugs. 

 
• Cancer Relief Fund for Firefighters Legislation was adopted that 

creates a fund, administered by firefighters, to be used to pay 

lost wages of firefighters during their treatment for cancers. It will 
be funded by redirecting one cent of the 51-cent 911 surcharge 

on customer’s telephone bills . No benefits will be offered until 

the fund collects revenue for three years.  
 

 

 

Major Legislative Highlights 
Legislation with Bipartisan Support 



• Breast Cancer Screening Legislation adopted this session require 

insurers to pay for 3-D imaging for breast cancer if the patient 

requests it. The measure does not require medical providers to 
use this form of screening, but allows the patient the option. 

 

• Driving Under the Influence with a child as a passenger 
Legislation was adopted that increases the criminal penalties for 
driving under the influence  with a child as a passenger or when 

driving a school bus, student transportation vehicle, or other 

motor vehicle specially designated for carrying children, with or 
without a child passenger.  

Major Legislative Highlights 
Legislation with Bipartisan Support 
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