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Sustainability
Our Long-term Financial Plan for Connecticut

Pathway to

fiveyearbudget.com

During the 2016 legislative session, Connecticut’s precarious financial 
situation overshadowed all other issues. Even after the state’s two largest ever 
tax increases, persistent deficits, massive revenue shortfalls, and cuts to 
essential services had erased any semblance of the fiscal soundness and 
predictability that businesses need to operate, grow, and create jobs, and that 
families need to count on a future.

To restore economic stability and opportunity for families, business, and towns, 
Connecticut needs not only a budget, but a long-term plan that will set the state 
on a sustainable, predictable, and prosperous path.

In April, I joined my House and Senate Republican colleagues to offer a plan 
entitled “The Pathway to Sustainability.” Near-term, it closed the nearly $1 
billion projected 2017 deficit, preserved funding for hospitals and core social 
services, protected local education funding, and included no new taxes or fees. 
Long-term, it provides a framework for running the state that implements
structural changes to the budget, with savings rolled out over five years, 
reducing and eliminating projected shortfalls.

Among our proposals...
• Implementing the state’s constitutional spending cap to protect taxpayers 

• Requiring voting by the legislature on all state employee union contracts

• State government labor cost reforms, including eliminating overtime pay
   from pension calculations, requiring a defined contribution plan for  
   new hires, and increasing pension and healthcare employee contributions

• Funding a transportation infrastructure overhaul without new taxes 
or tolls by reallocating other capital investments, instead of increasing 
borrowing

• Extensive municipal and school mandate relief

• Expanding the privatization of DMV services

• Capping annual state borrowing

• Expanding the use of private providers for community-based social services
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Without structural changes like these, the threats of even higher taxes, 
exiting businesses, diminished critical services to the needy, and deteriorating 
infrastructure will continue to loom in Connecticut’s future. While there are 
many challenges before us, I believe we can overcome them if everyone in the 
General Assembly works together in the best interests of our state. Through 
bipartisan collaboration, we can restore Connecticut’s economy and finances, 
and begin repairing its reputation as a place to live, work, and retire.



Notable Legislation
Sitting on a legislative committee   

Appearing on Cablevision’s Meet the Leaders 

I was pleased to sponsor and share in successful efforts to 
pass legislation focused on:

Improving Instruction for Students with Dyslexia (PA 16-92) 
As Ranking Member of the Education Committee, I co-sponsored 
this legislation that will ensure that students with dyslexia have 
reading instructors who understand their requirements and have 
practical experience in meeting them. It strengthens requirements 
for educators seeking a teacher certification endorsement as a 
remedial reading, remedial language arts, or reading consultant: 
they must now complete a program that includes supervised 
practicum hours in identifying and teaching students with dyslexia.

Tackling Opiate Abuse (PA 16-43)
This legislation, which I co-sponsored, requires municipalities to 
equip and train at least one first responder to administer the opiate 
antagonist “Narcan”, or naxolone, which can save the life of 
someone who has overdosed, and it allows any licensed health 
care professional who treats or prevents an overdose by 
administering Narcan immunity from legal liability. It also limits the 
supply of opiates a medical practitioner can prescribe to a minor.

Improving Services for People with Intellectual Disabilities (PA 16-60)
This bill, which I co-sponsored, will improve both the way the 
state manages waiting lists for services and the way it keeps 
families and other caregivers of people with intellectual disabilities 
informed about their status. It is a first step toward improvement 
of these critical services.

Fostering Manufacturing Jobs and Careers (PA 16-114 & SA 16-9)
Many of Connecticut’s manufacturing businesses cannot find 
enough people with the specialized training necessary for highly
technical positions. I co-sponsored two bills aimed at meeting the 
needs of these employers. One will better educate parents, 
guidance counselors, and students about the substantial career 
opportunities available in manufacturing, and the other requires a
task force to develop recommendations for improving efforts
to recruit manufacturing teachers.

I also supported legislation that: 
• Restores a cap on probate fees and funding for the probate courts
• Improves state programs and services for women veterans
• Protects land held by the state for conservation, recreational, 

open space, or agricultural purposes
• Extends the deadline by which elderly or disabled homeowners 

must reapply for property tax relief under three income-restricted 
programs

• Creates the Firefighters Cancer Relief Program to provide wage 
replacement benefits to eligible paid and volunteer firefighters 
diagnosed with cancer, at no cost to municipalities.

Student Data Privacy 

With public schools’ increasing use of technology and third-party 
providers to collect and analyze student data, many parents are 
concerned about how their children are being tracked in school. Until 
recently, Connecticut had been lagging behind other states in 
protecting the privacy of student information. This year, I introduced 
and led efforts to pass landmark bipartisan legislation prohibiting third 
parties that work with school systems from using student data for 
anything other than school purposes. It requires local school boards 
to notify parents of the particulars of any new contract that involves 
student data collection. The law also requires a task force to produce 
recommendations for penalties imposed on third parties for violations; 
procedures for deletion of incorrect information by students’ parents 
or guardians; and sharing student data security best practices.

State Budget Rewind
Since majority legislators’ passage in the spring of 2015 of the 
2016-17 biennial budget, which fell into deficit almost immediately, 
the deficit alarm has been sounding almost every month. 

During an even-numbered year’s session, lawmakers usually 
produce one set of adjustments to the following year’s budget. 
But during the 2016 session, the 2017 budget’s projected deficit 
ballooned, reaching nearly $1 billion, and to close it, the governor 
made three proposals, majority Democrats made two, and minority 
Republicans made one, coupled with a five-year plan for structural 
changes. The backdrop was a series of persistent current deficits in 
the 2016 budget, which added pressure and increased uncertainty.

December: The legislature met in special session to pass a bill to 
close a projected $350 million deficit for 2016. While I joined my 
caucus in offering long-term structural proposals designed to halt 
the deficit cycle, the majority’s bill that passed contained only 
short-term fixes.

February: The 2017 deficit grew to $550 million. The governor 
proposed budget revisions addressing the full amount primarily with 
spending cuts.

March: The 2016 deficit erased the December fix, reaching $229 
million. Both parties worked together to pass a short-term proposal 
to cover the fiscal year’s remaining three months.

April: Major revenue shortfalls produced yet another 2016 deficit of 
$256 million and stretched the 2017 deficit to $930 million. Majority 
legislators proposed a bill that included cuts to many core services 
but only partially closed the 2017 deficit, leaving a $400 million gap. 
I joined my caucus in a proposal to close the entire deficit without 
new taxes, while restoring most of the cuts to education and core 
services. Neither proposal was called for a vote in the full House or 
Senate.

May: Unable to agree with the governor on a 2017 budget bill 
before the session ended, majority leadership called a special 
session. The bill they passed ostensibly closed the deficit on 
paper, but I could not support it. It relied heavily on one-time 
revenue sources and fund sweeps, dramatically reduced funding to 
hospitals and services for the sick and disabled, and severely cut 
local education and municipal aid. It was built on unsubstantiated 
assumptions about revenue growth that I felt were unrealistic, 
making it ripe for new deficits just around the corner. Projections for 
the next biennium already show a deficit of well over $2 billion.

I believe there is a better way to ensure a stable and prosperous 
future for Connecticut, and I will continue to fight for responsible 
budgeting that does not allow short-term gain to jeopardize the 
state’s fiscal health. You can read more elsewhere in this report 
about our long-term proposals for setting our state back on a 
sustainable fiscal and economic path.

A look at budget-related activity over the last year...

With student data privacy advocates from Fairfield County


